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NORTH WALL GALLERY – INFORMATION FOR ARTISTS

The North Wall is an award-winning arts centre shared between the wider community and St Edward’s School. Alongside its public programme, The North Wall is home to the School’s outstanding drama, dance and art departments. St Edward’s is the principal sponsor of The North Wall’s innovative, nationally-recognised programme of theatre, dance, music, exhibitions and talks. As such, the Gallery is a multi-functional, multi-purpose space, used as a foyer and bar area for theatre performances and a thoroughfare to the various studios and teaching spaces within the Arts Centre. There are currently a few (removable) tables and chairs to provide seating for customers, and the Gallery furnishings are currently under review.
The Gallery official opening hours are Monday – Friday 10:00 – 16:00, and Saturday 12:00 – 16:00 (closed on Saturdays during August). Artwork may sometimes be viewed outside these times, when the Arts Centre is open for other purposes, chiefly for theatre performances and events, although lighting and layout may be different on these occasions. The Gallery is normally closed on Sundays and Bank Holidays.
Gallery Function / Exhibition Content

i. The North Wall is used constantly by St Edward’s School pupils (aged 13-18 years) during term-time. The theatre also runs regular performances all year round or families with young children and school groups. Exhibition content must therefore be suitable for a very wide range of potential viewers, including children and young people. The Visual Arts Programming Committee and/or North Wall management reserves the right to omit or withdraw artworks if they are deemed unsuitable, unsafe, unfitting with the Arts Centre’s artistic programme or offensive in their content. 

ii. The Gallery is subject to substantial traffic during the school day, and frequently needs to accommodate up to 200 people during daytime and evening performances, so all artworks must be securely fixed, or installed in such a way as to minimize the risk of harm to people using the space and damage to the works themselves. Visitors and invited guests may also need to be aware that they may not always have completely free access to the Gallery, as it is used for occasional School and public events during normal opening hours.

Gallery Facilities

i. The Gallery consists of 3 main and 2 smaller expanses of white-painted MDF timber-clad walls downstairs. There is no hanging system in place, so artists are welcome to use materials suited to the type and weight of their work, provided that no serious damage is done and the holes can be filled afterwards. 

ii. The Gallery also has 2 lockable glass display cases and a wooden print browser available to artists at no charge. 
iii. Parking is available to the artist during installation, take-down and Private View. We are unable to provide parking facilities to visitors or guests of the exhibition or Private View.   

Venue Provision
The North Wall undertakes to:

i. Staff the reception area at all times when the venue is normally open, handle all enquiries and process payments for sales of artworks.
ii. Ensure all walls are painted white and in reasonable condition, and all Gallery lights are functioning and in good working order

iii. Print A2 posters and text panels for display in the venue on provision of all artwork, and photocopy price lists and information sheets as needed
iv. Offer a Private View event on a mutually agreed date and time, staffed by a Duty Manager, who can provide glasses and crockery, assist with serving refreshments, handle sales and run a venue pay bar if required 

v. Provide marketing and publicity to include an entry in the North Wall’s season brochure, inclusion on the North Wall website, direct mail to our growing Gallery mailing list, sharing and publicising on our social media channels, information sharing with St Edward’s School community, a seasonal press release, and provision of a list of local press contacts to the Artist, plus print and display of poster immediately outside the venue (artwork to be provided by the Artist).
Artist’s Responsibilities (at his/her own expense):

i. Provide appropriate promotional copy and high resolution images for the North Wall brochure and website in time to meet copy deadlines

ii. Provide all transport of the artworks to and from the venue and arrange for appropriate insurance for the works
iii. Provide appropriately qualified assistance and all fixtures and fittings needed to hang the work, and to take it down at the end of the exhibition, on the dates specified.

iv. On take-down, clean all residues, fill and sand all holes before departure. The North Wall will be responsible for touching up the paintwork once the walls are dry.  
v. Not to hang work on walls that are not designated as gallery walls without express permission from the North Wall
vi. Not to alter the layout of the space or to paint or draw directly onto the walls without the express permission of the North Wall management

vii. Provide artwork for posters and introductory ‘text panel’ 

viii. Provide all labels for artworks, catalogues, price lists and any additional information on the exhibition for display in the Gallery. 
ix. Negotiate an appropriate date and time for the Opening / Private View with the Venue and take measures to publicise the event and invite guests as appropriate. 

x. Provide all of the refreshments and staff to cater for the Private View, unless a pay bar is requested in advance.

Fees and Commissions

i. Rental fees and sales commission will be negotiated with the artist prior to contracting. A deposit of £25% of the total fee will be required at the time of signing the contract, with the balance falling due one week prior to the date of installation.
ii. The North Wall will deduct the agreed commission on any sales made during the exhibition. Payments made directly to Artists are not allowed. All sales will be processed by St Edward’s School accounts department, and payment made to the Artist(s) with commission deducted within 21 days after the exhibition closes. 
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