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The Gallery: 
The North Wall Arts Centre has exhibitions open to the public throughout the year. We can offer an excellent contemporary exhibition space which is part of an exciting arts centre, with a rolling programme of music and theatre events. The Gallery area doubles as a foyer/bar area for Arts Centre audiences, with a bar at one side and tables and chairs for customers in the main body of the space – these can be removed and stacked on certain occasions upon request. It is also used constantly by the students of St Edward’s School, upon whose campus we sit. The venue is well located among the shops and cafés of Summertown in North Oxford. 
Application forms are downloadable from the website and should be submitted along with a proposal and images of intended work to be displayed. All artists’ proposals are viewed and selected for exhibition by a small panel, on the basis of perceived quality and the needs of a balanced and varied rolling programme of shows. Our Gallery programmer also proactively seeks out and solicits exhibitions for the space. 

The North Wall management reserves the right to omit or withdraw artworks from the exhibition if they are deemed unsuitable, unsafe, unfitting with the Arts Centre’s artistic programme or offensive in their content. 

Facilities:

The Gallery consists of 3 main and 2 smaller expanses of white wall downstairs, and is therefore most suited to wall-mounted exhibitions, with only limited space for 3D work (see Gallery Function below). The walls consist of white-painted MDF timber, and at this stage, the North Wall has no hanging system in place. Artists are welcome to use materials suited to the type and weight of their work: nails, screws, hooks, mirror plates etc – provided that no serious damage is done and the holes can be filled afterwards. Artists should bring their own hanging materials, as the North Wall does not keep stocks of such items.

The North Wall has two white painted square plinths, 1m2 for the display of 3D work, and has recently purchased a wooden browser, and two new lockable glass shelved display cabinets (2m high) for smaller 3D work that might be deemed fragile or valuable. Use of these items needs to be requested / booked in advance to ensure they are available and ready for use. 
Installation: 
The North Wall will ensure that all wall surfaces are made good and are ready for the installation of your exhibition, and all lights etc. are functioning. Artists are responsible for filling holes and repairing damage left by their exhibition, and North Wall staff will take care of any necessary repainting between exhibitions. We have no permanent installation team, and exhibiting artists are usually responsible for installing (and taking down) their own work.  Assistance may be available from the North Wall’s technical team, subject to advance negotiation and staff availability. Please bear in mind you may not be able to use your own power tools until they have been PAT tested by our electricians, but we may be able to provide you with what you need; please contact the North Wall directly to check.
Opening Times/Security: 

The Gallery reception desk is manned daily 10am-4pm Monday to Friday and 12-4pm on Saturdays by North Wall box office staff, and is open to the public at these times, and also at evenings and weekends as necessitated by the Arts Centre’s performance programme. At these times, however, the emphasis is more on providing a foyer space for theatre audiences. North Wall staff will deal with enquiries and process payments for sales of artworks during all opening hours. 
Commission:
The North Wall handles all artwork sales and direct payments to artists are not allowed. We will take a 22% commission on all sales of artwork (+ VAT on that commission), but there is normally no further charge to use the gallery. In rare circumstances, a hire fee may apply to artists showcasing non-selling work, but not usually for exhibitions selected and agreed by our panel. 
Publicity: 
Where possible, the North Wall will feature exhibiting artists in our brochure and our website, and we also add details to local listings websites and press.  We produce between 25 and 40,000 brochures per season, circulating widely across the county, and distributing them to our mailing list subscribers.  We will also add you to our e-bulletins which go out regularly to our email subscribers. All further marketing and publicity is the artist’s responsibility. Should you wish to produce posters and fliers advertising your exhibition, we will display a limited number within the North Wall, and have space for a large (A2-size) poster in the main door window for the current exhibition, and a sandwich board outside the entrance. Please ensure that you include the North Wall’s logo, which can be provided upon request, and send us a proof of any publicity material for us to check before going to print. Unfortunately, we are unable to forward any pamphlets or leaflets produced by the artist on to our own postal mailing lists. If you are hanging your own posters in cafes and pubs, please make sure you have permission from the owner first - and please do not illegally ‘fly-post’ in the area. 

Press: 
We have a Theatre and Marketing Manager who issues press releases and deals with press enquiries. If you wish to contact members of the press yourself to publicise your show, we encourage this, but please do contact us first to check what information they may have already received, and we can usually supply a press contacts list on demand.
Private Views/Receptions: 
The North Wall will host one Private View for the artist at a mutually agreed date and time, and will provide a Duty Manager for this event, who can provide a paid bar service and/or otherwise assist with the event on the night. The North Wall can supply wine glasses and tumblers for refreshments, where requested in advance. However the organisers/exhibitors will be responsible for any drinks or snacks they may wish to provide for a private view. The North Wall can store/refrigerate a limited number of such items for the artist. Please note that alcohol may be given away free, but must NOT be sold by the artist on our licensed premises.
Insurance: 
Artists are responsible for arranging their own insurance, although The North Wall is covered for public liability.    
Funding: 
Sadly, we are unable to offer funding towards exhibition costs, including making/hanging work and transport costs. You may be eligible for funding from public arts organisations like the Arts Council - there are many websites offering information and advice for arts funding.  

Parking: 
The North Wall is normally unable to provide parking facilities, but there are a limited number of spaces in South Parade which become available after 4pm, and the Summertown car parks are a 5 minute walk away. One parking space will always be made available inside the grounds to the artist during installations, get-outs and private views.   
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